UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL

‘//f TO SHARE THE GOSPEL

PART 3: RECONCILIATION

WARM-UP:
Choose one or two questions:

e Do you prefer old (vintage/antique) or new (modern/contemporary)? Why?
e Tell us about a time when you reconciled with someone.
e If you could change anything about your life, what would you change?

WORD:
What does the Bible say?

Today we’ll talk about God’s wonderful gift of RECONCILIATION.
Let’'s read 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 (NIV) together:

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ
in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation:
The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 1 that God was reconciling the world to himself
in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ'’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 2 God made him who had no

sin to be a sin offering for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

In this NT passage, Paul reminds the Corinthians that God has brought about a new
creation by sending his Son into the old creation to transform or “reconcile” it.
Being reconciled to God indicates that God’s Holy Spirit is at work to sanctify
reconciled people into vessels of God'’s righteousness. It is amazing that Paul can say
to this church in Corinth, a church that has bickered with him and challenged him,
that God is powerful enough not only to reconcile them to God Himself, but also to
transform them into “the righteousness of God.”

Paul intends for us to see the world in a completely new way (like Neo did in the
movie, The Matrix), so that our actions stem from this new understanding, not from
trying harder.

We are agents to bring reconciliation to all spheres of the world.

Every day as we go out to do our work we are to be ministers of this reconciliation.
This includes reconciliation between people and God (evangelism and discipleship),
between people and people (conflict resolution), and between people and their work
(goods and services that meet genuine needs and improve the quality of life and care
for God’s creation).



Here’s an example from history:

Wayne Alderson was vice president of Pittron Steel near Pittsburgh in the early 1970s.
The company had very hostile labor/management relationships, and was facing a
strike that could destroy the company. Management’s approach to these negotiations
was confrontational. But part way into the strike, Alderson began taking an approach
of reconciliation with the union. “They are not our enemy,” he said. "They are the
people who do our work.” He was tough, but fair, and demonstrated his respect for the
people in the union. He developed an approach he called “Value of the Person,” which
not only achieved a settlement of the strike, but transformed the working
environment of the company. “Everyone wants to be treated with love, dignity, and
respect,” he said. Alderson claims 2 Corinthians 5:18 as his life verse: “God has given
me the ministry of reconciliation.” He continues to work as a labor/management
consultant for companies around the country, basing his message on valuing people.:

e How does our view of God and the way we relate to God change before and
after becoming a Christian?

e What causes this change?

e What do you think it means for us to be Christ’s ambassadors?

e How can we help people around us to change their view of God and
how they relate to him?

e In your own words, how would you explain the wonderful message of
reconciliation that Paul speaks about?

APPLICATION:
What will we do?

e Do you understand and accept this good news of reconciliation?
How could you grow in this area?
e Who could you share the good news of reconciliation with this week?
In pairs practice sharing your testimony of how God has made you a new creation:

I once was...
But God...
Now I am...

PRAY:

e Let’s thank God for reconciling us to Himself!

e Let’s pray for one another that we would have a deeper revelation of who we are in
Christ, his new creation.

e Let’s ask God for opportunities to be God’s ambassadors in this world.

1“Wayne T. Alderson: Valuing People Helps Business,” Ethix 66 (Jul.-Aug.2009), accessed at http://ethix.org/2009/10/01/valuing-people-helps-business.



